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|1. a. MODULE PRESENTATION

Language is not only sounds, words and sentences; language is a social practice, too. The
essentially cooperative practice of our social behavior ensures that our linguistic performance
is understood by those with whom we interact in every situation. The ability to communicate
competently requires us to learn and understand the dynamic and shifting system of
“‘communication in context” (or discourse). We learn and understand any language by
becoming familiar with patterns and routines of language usage, because, without necessarily
realizing it at a conscious level, we follow socially and culturally communicative conventions.

Inglés Il and Inglés IV focused on English phonetics, word-formation and syntax, whereas
Inglés Académico focused on communicative conventions for academic contexts. Analisis del
Discurso approaches English above the level of sentence. The course underlines the
importance of context in the construction and interpretation of any written or spoken text,
focusing on communicative conventions (or discourse varieties) in English associated with
particular situational characteristics. We will describe, analyse some of the linguistic regular
features found in some “socially and culturally communicative conventions” in English: what is
known as registers and genres.

|1. b. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Discourse Analysis is the study of “communication in context”. It is concerned with the fact that
the language we use differs according to the situation we are in. Questions such as: why is it
that we say things differently, depending on whether we are speaking or writing?; why do we
use language in a certain way when | am talking to my mother, but differently if my addressee
is my boss?; etc. Very particularly we study how language use is shaped in text types, registers
or genres: letters, memaos, shopping lists, telegrams, gossiping, lectures... All those text types

2



mailto:mercedes.bengoechea@uah.es

% Universidad

follow some socially and culturally communicative conventions associated with particular
situational characteristics.

We will describe and analyse some of the linguistic regular features found in some of those
text types, registers or genres in English, particularly the language of instructions, the language
of news reports, the language of sports broadcasting, the language of magazines and the
language of ads.

The study of discourse ought to encourage students to ask their own questions and, ideally,
should lead students to an awareness of the way in which language is linked to context. At the
end of the year, students must be able to describe and analyse any register/genre not studied
during the course.

Prerequisites
Following the guidelines issued by the Department of Modern Philology, Students are required

to have a C1.1 level of English (Common European Framework) by the end of the third year
and this will be taken into account in their marks.

2. AIMS

Generic Competences

To develop independent critical thinking based on supportive evidence.

To improve language skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening).

To enhance language competence in the communication of information, ideas,
opinions, problems and solutions.

To develop the abilities to analyse and synthesize information.

To develop the abilities for independent and co-operative learning

To improve abilities to communicate and work in groups.

To make efficient use of library and research skills in order to find and organise
information.
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Subject specific competences:

8. To improve language awareness and self-confidence through understanding of
language in real contexts.

9. To become aware of the impact of appropriate language choices.

10. To have a fundamental grasp of contextual factors which determine language choices.

11. To identify, understand and describe interactional routines, and phonological, lexical,
grammatical, pragmatic and textual features of different registers.

12. To identify English styles and switch from formal to informal English and vice versa.

13. To be acquainted with some English genres.

14. To master different methods and approaches of discourse analysis.

15. To use basic discourse analysis terminology in the analysis of authentic texts.

16. To improve inference skills that enhance text comprehension and classification.
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Hours Week

e Hours: 7 (6
lectures; 1 seminar)

e Hours: 29 (3
lectures; one-hour
tutorial; 25 hours
independent work)

e Hours: 32 (3 e 4
lectures; one-hour
tutorial; 28 hours
independent study)

e Hours: 27 (6
lectures; 20 hours
of autonomous
study; one-hour
test)

e Hours: 36 (9 o 7-9
lectures; work for
team presentation:
27 hours)

e 10-12

e Hours: 34 (9
lectures, 25 hours
independent work)

e 13-15

e Hours: 35 (9
lectures, 25 hours
independent work;
one-hour test)
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Class materials and resources
e Blackboard learning platform.

The following texts will be used during the year:

45 lectures

1 seminar

2 one-hour tutorials
2 one-hour tests

73 hours preparation of test
50 hours work for Activities
27 hours for team presentations

200

Lectures: Teacher’s presentation and
group discussion of theoretical and
practical issues; practical oral and
written exercises; team and individual
presentations.

Seminar: Introduction to linguistic
research; APA style.

Tutorials: (Prior) discussion of
presentations and activities.

Readings; web search for materials to
analyse; written activities of discourse
analysis; preparation of test; preparation
of presentations.

¢ Delin, J. (2000). The Language of Everyday Life. London: Sage. Direct link to the
book (It can be consulted from any University computer, from home through “VPN”,

and also from mobiles):

http://site.ebrary.com/lib/bibalcala/docDetail.action?docID=10369720&p00=lanquage

%20everyday

e Cornbleet, S. & R. Carter (2001). The Language of Speech and Writing. London:

Routledge.

Additional exercises and reading materials will also be used during the course.
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|5. ASSESSMENT |

Assessment procedures

Continuous assessment

Assessment is continuous, except for those students who apply for permission to take a final
examination in accordance with article 10 of the “Normativa reguladora de los procesos de
evaluacion de los aprendizajes” as approved by the Governing Body of the UAH on 24 March
2011.

Students will be assessed according to their performance in the following tests and activities
(all of them compulsory):
o Mid-term and final tests (40%)
12 activities (10%)
Review and commentary of one of the activities (15%)
Team presentation (15%)
Individual presentation (20%)

O O O O

Final exam (Convocatoria ordinaria-May /extraordinaria-June)

For those students who are not able to follow the continuous assessment scheme and apply
for final assessment, in accordance with the University of Alcala regulation on evaluation,
together with four projects, a 2-hour final exam is compulsory. After the exam, one of the
projects will be presented orally. The final exam will serve to assess the theoretical and
practical contents of the course. For those students, assessment will be by project work, oral
presentation and final exam. They should get in contact with the teacher for instructions for the

projects.

Assessment criteria

For assessment, the following skills will be taken into account:

o The ability to discuss English texts with a scientific approach.

o The ability to analyse English discourse.

o The ability to apply linguistics knowledge to the understanding and interpretation of real
texts.

o The ability to apply linguistic knowledge to English registers/genres.

o In projects, the ability to present ideas convincingly in fluid English.

o In all the activities, language performance (in grammar, lexis, pronunciation and
spelling) will be taken into account, following the Modern Philology Department
assessment criteria.

Marking/Grading criteria

Continuous assessment will be based on:
o Mid-term and final tests
12 activities
Review and commentary of one of the activities
Team presentation
Individual presentation

O O O O

For those students who opt for final exam, assessment will be by project work, oral
presentation and final exam.




% Universidad

|6. BIBLIOGRAPHY |

Basic Bibliography

DELIN, J. (2000). The Language of Everyday Life. London: Sage. Direct link to the book (It
can be consulted from any University computer, from home through “VPN”, and also
from mobiles):
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/bibalcala/docDetail.action?doclD=10369720&p00=lanqguage

%20everyday
CORNBLEET, S. & CARTER, R. (2001). The Language of Speech and Writing. London:

Routledge.

Additional Bibliography

BAKHTIN, M. (1986). The problem of speech genres. In Speech Genres and Other Late Essays
Austin: University of Texas Press.

BEARD, A. (1998). The language of sport. London: Routledge.

BIBER, D. (1988). Variation across Speech and Writing. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

BIBER, D. (2004). Register, Genre and Style. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

BIBER, B. & FINEGAN E. (Eds.). (1994). Saciolinguistic Perspectives on Register. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

BOARDMAN, M. (2014. The language of website. London: Routledge.

BROWN, P. & LEVINSON, S.C. (1987). Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

COOK, G. (1992). The Discourse of Advertising. London: Routledge.

DOWNING, A. (1996). Register and/or Genre?. In |. VAZQUEZ & A. HORNERO (Eds.), Current
Issues in Genre Teory (pp. 11-28). Zaragoza: Mira.

GHADESSY, M. (1988). Registers of Written English. London: Pinter.

GEE, J. P. (2014). How to Do Discourse Analysis. A Toolkit. London: Routledge, 2nd edition.

GODDARD, A. (2002). The Language of Advertising Written Texts. London: Routledge.

GRAMLEY, S. & PATZOLD, K-M. (2004). A Survey of Modern English. London: Routledge, 2™
edition, chapter 6, “Written texts and EST”.

GREGORY, M. & CARROLL, S. (1978). Language and Situation. London: Routledge and Kegan
Paul.

HALLIDAY, M. A. K. (1989). Spoken and Written Language. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

JOHNSTONE, B. (2008). Discourse Analysis. Oxford: Blackwell, 2" edition.

LEECH, G., DEUCHAR, M. & HOOGENRAAD, R. (2006). English Grammar for Today: A New
Introduction. London: Palgrave-Macmillan, 2nd edition, chapters 8 and 9.

MONTGOMERY, M. (1995, 1986). An Introduction to Language and Societ. London: Routledge.

MOHD DON, Z. 2003. The Beauty Mystique: Language and Gender Inequality. In P.M. RYAN &
R. TERBORG (Eds.), Language: Issues of Inequality (pp. 261-278). México: Universidad
Nacional Autbnoma de México.

PALTRIDGE, B. (2012). Discourse Analysis. London: Bloomsbury, 2nd edition.

PALTRIDGE, B. (2006). Discourse Analysis: An Introduction. London: Continuum.

REAH, D. (2002). The Language of Newspapers. London: Routledge

TANAKA, K. (1997). Advertising Language: A Pragmatic Approach to Advertisements in Britain
and Japan. London: Routledge.

TANNEN, D. (Ed.). (1982). Spoken and Written Language: Exploring Orality and Literacy.
Norwood, N. J.: Ablex.

THORNE, S. (2008). Advanced English Language. Basingstoke: Palgrave/Macmillan, 2" edition.

WOODS, N. (2006). Describing Discourse. A Practical Guide to Discourse Analysis. London:
Hodder Arnold.



http://site.ebrary.com/lib/bibalcala/docDetail.action?docID=10369720&p00=language%20everyday
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/bibalcala/docDetail.action?docID=10369720&p00=language%20everyday

%"ﬁ% Universidad

|7. ADDITIONAL PROVISION |

The University of Alcalad guarantees that, if, due to health requirements, the public authorities
prevent teaching activity from taking place on the University's premises, the teaching plans'
objectives will be met through an online teaching and evaluation methodology. The UAH
commits to return to face-to-face teaching as soon as said impediments cease.




